
MARCH• 2001 

CHICAGO SECTION AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS AWARD MEETING 

Como Inn 
546 North Milwaukee Ave. 
Chicago, IL 
312-421-5222 

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING 
From the North: Take 1-90/94 to 

Ogden Avenue exit. Turn left on Ogden 
and go to Milwaukee Avenue. Go south 
on Milwaukee. The restaurant is located 
just over the expressway. 

From the South: Take 1-90/94 to Lake 
Street exit. Turn left on Lake Street to 
Halsted Street and turn right. Turn right 
on Halsted to Milwaukee Avenue. Turn 
left on Milwaukee to the restaurant. The 
restaurant is at the intersection of Halst
ed, Milwaukee, and Grand. 

VALET PARKING - Discount parking 
coupons for $5 are available at the 
meeting. 

TOPICAL GROUP: 5:30 - 6:30 PM 
Chicago Room 

"Smog Chemistry: Ozone and Peroxy
acetyl Nitrate Formation" by Dr. Jeff 
Gaffney, Argonne National Laboratory 
Abstract: A brief history of air pollution 
will be presented highlighting Los Ange
les smog formation. Focus will be on 
ozone and PAN chemistry. Mexico City 
and Houston (Deer Park, Texas) will be 
highlighted. In Mexico City the use of 
methy l-t-butyl ether (MTBE) as a fuel 
additive will be discussed in light of its 
decomposit ion to form formaldehyde 
and isobutene and their relationship to 
ozone and PAN formation. Chlorine 
chemistry in Houston will be discussed 
as it relates to increased ozone forma
tion from low reactivity alkanes. 

SOCIAL HOUR: 
Cash Bar available 
DINNER: 
Chandelier Room 

6:00- 7:00 P.M. 

7:00 P.M. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 16, 2001 

Dinner reservations are required and 
should be received in the Section Office 
via phone (847-647-8405), fax (847-
647-8364), or website (http://member
ship.acs.org/C/Chicago) by noon on 
Tuesday , March 13, 2001. The cost is 
$30.00 to Section members who have 
paid their local section dues, members' 
families, and visiting ACS members. 
The cost to non-Section members is 
$32.00. PLEASE HONOR YOUR 
RESERVATIONS . The Section must 
pay for all dinner orders. No-shows will 
be billed. 

The menu consists of Minestrone 
soup, Garden salad with Italian dress
ing, Italian bread with butter, Pasta with 
zesty tomato sauce , Vesuvio Potato 
and fresh vegetables ; EntrEe choices 
are Breast of Chicken sautEed in olive 
oil with garlic, herbs and mushrooms , 
Vegetarian Eggplant Parmigiana, or 
broiled Lake Superior Whitefish; 
spumoni, and beverage. 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS AWARD 
ADDRESS 8:00 P.M. 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS AWARDEE: Hon. 
Harris Fawell , Former Congressman, 
(IL, 13th Dist., Retired) 

Title: "The Challenges of Leadership in 
a Global Marketplace" 
Abstract: My speech will deal with how 
I see leadership, ethics and values 
changing and evolving in human, living 
organizations . My comments will refer 
to some of the lessons I have learned 
about leadership which recognizes the 
values of the building of community , 
re lationships, and cultures of trust 
wh ich validate the dignity of people . 
While my talk will not be about science, 
per se, as I am not a scientist, I will look 
at effective leadership in our fast 
changing global marketplace and in this 
age of new science. 

THE SPEAKER: Prior to his retirement 
in 1999, Harris W. Fawell was a Mem
ber of the United States Congress for 
14 years from 1985 to 1999. During 
that time he represented parts of 
DuPage, Will and Cook Counties in Illi
nois' 13th Congressional District. He 
served as a member of the Education 
and Workforce Committee and the Sci
ence Committee - Energy Subcommit
tee during those years . Mr. Fawell 
chaired the Employer-Employee Rela
tions Subcommittee during the last four 
years with jurisdiction of labor, health 
and pensions issues, including the fed
eral ERISA statute, the National Labor 
Relations Act , and other federal labor 
statutes. During the 104th and 105th 
sessions of Congress, Mr. Fawell was 
an active member of Speaker Gin
grich's Ad Hoc Health Care Committee. 
Always a staunch supporter of ERISA 

health and pension plans , Mr. Fawell 
was the Chief Sponsor of legislation 
which would amend ERISA to allow 
small businesses and the self employed 
to join together in multiple employers 
health care plans, called "Association 
Health Plans", thus gaining the 
econom ies of scale and federal pre
emption from state law currently avail-

(continued on page 2) 
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able to larger businesses. In the 105th 
Congress, this legislation passed the 
House as a part of the Republican 
health care reform bill but failed to pass 
the Senate. 

Mr. Fawell was also the chief sponsor 
of the "Savings Are Vital to Everyone's 
Retirement Act" which was signed into 
law by President Clinton on November 
11, 1997. This new law called for a 
national summit on saving in Washing
ton during June of 1998 and in subse
quent years. He was also the chief 
sponsor of many bills dealing with the 
National Labor Relations Act in the 
House during the 105th Session of 
Congress. 

He also served 14 years as a Member 
of the Illinois State Senate from 1963 
through 1976 when he retired from the 
State Senate to concentrate more of his 
time in the practice of law. During his 
tenure in the Illinois Senate, he spon
sored key legislation dealing with the 
rights of handicapped children. He also 
chaired the Senate Education Commit
tee. 

He presently serves on the Board of 
Trustees of North Central College, 
Naperville, Illinois and also serves as a 
co-chairman of a four-year $50 million 
Preparing for a New Century capital 
campaign for the college. He also 
serves as a member of the Executive 
Council of Chicago Metropolis 2020, a 
group of leaders in the Chicagoland six 
county region which will recommend a 
series of actions and policy initiatives 
designed to strengthen the region's 
economic vitality and to enhance the 
quality and equity of life for all citizens. 

Mr. Fawell received his pre-legal edu
cation at North Central College, 
Naperville, and a doctorate of law from 
Chicago-Kent College of Law. He prac
ticed law for 30 years, with offices in 
Naperville, prior to going to Congress in 
1985. 

Mr. Fawell has received Honorary 
Doctorate Degrees from Illinois Bene
dictine University and North Central 
College and is listed in Marquis Who's 
Who in America. Upon his retirement 
from the U.S. Congress, he was hon
ored by North Central College with the 
creation of the Fawell Institute at the 
College where his public papers and 
awards have been permanently housed 
and where he has been invited to take 
an active role in the Leadership, Ethics 
and Values program at the College. He 
recently joined the law firm of James, 
Gustafson and Thompson, of 
Naperville, in a limited "Of Counsel" 
status. 

He and his wife, Ruth, live in 
Naperville and are the parents of three 
adult children, and eight grandchildren. 

Topical Group Speaker: Jeff Gaffney 
is a Senior Scientist in the Atmospheric 
Sciences Section of the Environmental 
Research Division at Argonne National 
Laboratory. He obtained his B.S., M.S. 
and Ph.D. degrees from the University 
of California, Riverside. He has worked 
at Brookhaven, Los Alamos, and 
Argonne National Laboratories during 
his career. He has authored over 100 
papers in the area of atmospheric and 
environmental chemistry. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
The Chicago Chromatography Discus

sion Group (CCDG) offers two annual 
scholarships for students of the Chicago 
area. One is the membership scholarship, 
and the other is the research scholarship. 
Applications and requirements for both 

scholarships will be available on the 
CCDG web site (www.ccdg.org) by mid
January of 2001. Applications will be 
accepted until April 30, 2001. 

For more information contact the 
CCDG Awards Chairperson , Jim 
Michels, at (630)-305-2318 or 
jmichels@nalco.com. 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
CCDG Scholarships 
College Career Conference 
Editorial 
Project SEED Handbook Online 
Help Wanted for Fall National Meeting 
ChemShorts for Kids 
CCDG GC Course 
Ireland Tour 
History of the Public Affairs Award 
Chemistry Day 2000 Volunteers 
Elementary Educ. Com. Retrospective 
Public Affairs Committee 
Priestley Medal to Dr. Basolo 

AVAILABLE NOW! 

REGISTER TO ATTEND 
MONTHLY SECTION MEETINGS 

ON LINE 
at 

http://mem bersh i p .acs. org/C/Chicag o 

College Career 
Conference 

March 17, 2001 (Coffee and Rolls) 
Saturday, 8 am to 12:00 p.m. 

Columbia College Chicago 
Hermann Conaway Student Center 

1106 South Wabash 
Chicago, Illinois 

Facilitator: Rich Bretz 
National Career Services Division 

American Chemical Society 

Managing an Effective Job Search and 
Resume Review 

Then ..... 

Celebrate St. Patrick1s Day Downtown 
Afterwards 

COLLEGE STUDENTS IN CHEMISTRY AT ALL 
LEVELS ARE ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE. 

For more details and to reserve a space contact: 

Dr. Charles E. Cannon, Chairperson 
Science & Mathematics Department, Columbia College 

Chicago 
(312) 344-7396, ccannon@popmail.colum.edu 

Dr. Allison Aldridge, Abbott Laboratories (847) 937-9278 
Allison.Aldridge@ln.ssw.abbott.com 

Sponsored by the Chicago Section College Education Committee 



EDITORIAL 
The Chemical Bulletin is over 80 years 
old. Editors of this exceptional publica
tion dutifully collected, organized, 
proofed, and issued news and informa
tion of interest to the Chicago Section's 
membership. It is now my privilege to 
assume this responsibility. 
As your new editor, my thanks to Barb 

Moriarty for her great work as co-editor 
with Sandy Angelos for the past year. 
Barb and our veteran editor of seven 
years, Fran Karen Kravitz, have given 
me helpful training and suggestions fol
lowing the best traditions in producing 
this local section publication. In fact, 
Fran will be helping me put together the 
Chemical Bulletin. 
Our regular column, "ChemShorts for 

Kids", continues to be well received by 
our readers. Kathleen Carrado, Chair of 
the Elementary Education Committee, 
presents this column. Besides her 
"ChemShorts" feature, another article 
by her, "The Elementary Education 
Committee: A Retrospective", is given 
in this issue. 

If you have an idea for a new column, 
let me know. Keep in mind that any reg
ularly featured column needs a regular 
contributor. 

We continually need advertisers to 
maintain the vitality of the Chemical 
Bulletin. How about recommending this 
publication as a way of advertising to 
your suppliers and colleagues and for 
your own business. Our rates are rea
sonable and we reach out to 5300 sub
scribers. We accept ads for products, 
services, and employment opportuni
ties. If you are interested or you know 
of someone interested, call the Section 
office at 847-647-8405. 

We look forward to receiving articles 
for publications. While we can not guar
antee which issue your article will 
appear, we try to publish submissions 
as timely as possible. 

CHERLYN BRADLEY, EDITOR 
(cbrad1027@aol.com) 

PROJECT SEED HANDBOOK 
ONLINE 

The Project SEED Student, Mentor 
and Coordinator Handbook, put togeth
er by the National ACS Council 
Committee on Project SEED, is now 
available online at www.acs.org/educa
tion/student/projectseed. htm I. 

Providing 
Excellence • • • 

Kelly Scientific Resources®(KSR®) is 
the first and only scientific staffing 
company to offer advanced scientific 
coursework via the Internet and the 
latest in computer-based training 
technologies: 

• GCP (Good Clinical Practice) 

• cGMP (Current Good 

Manufacturing Practice) 

• QSR (Quality System Regulation) 

• ISO 9000 

• GLP (Good Laboratory Practice) 

• Hazwoper eight-hour Update 

We offer a full-range of scientific 
staffing services from entry-level 
technicians to Ph. D specialists. Rely 
on us for direct placement and short
and long-term staffing delivered with 
the highest quality standards. 

Call today! 630-964-0239 
1101 W. 31st Street, Ste. 120 

Downers Grove, IL 60515 
E-mail: KSR2476@kellyservices.com 

P. Kelly Scientific 
R £ S O U R C £ ~ 

~ 
www.kellyscientific.com 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
Kelly Scientific Resources, A Business Unit of Kelly Services 
©2000 Kelly Services ,lnc. H1490 8/00 
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March 2001 Vol. 88, No. 3 Pub
lished by the Chicago Section 
of The American Chemical Soci
ety, Editoral Staff: Cherlyn 
Bradley, Editor and Fran 
Kravitz; Gayle E. O'Neill, Busi
ness Manager.Address: 7173 
North Austin, Niles, Illinois 
60714. 847/647-8405. Subscrip
tion rates: $15 per year, $15 out
side North America. Frequency: 
monthly-October thru June 

HELP WANTED FOR THE 
ACS NATIONAL MEETING IN 
AUGUST! 

The Host Committee is looking for 
cheerful and friendly volunteers, 
chemists or nonchemists, to help staff 
the Hospitality Suite at the meeting 
August 26-30. No chemical knowledge 
is necessary, just a willingness to 
answer questions and help visitors find 
their way around Chicago and the 
meeting sites. Come greet our visitors 
and share your favorite places in our 
city. 

If you can help us out, please email 
Susan Shih at shihsu@cdnet.cod.edu 
or send a note to Fran Kravitz at Chica
go Section, American Chemical Soci
ety, 7173 N. Austin, Niles, IL 60714. 
Include an email or return address and 
phone number as well as when you 
think you will be available. Please let us 
know as soon as possible. 

We are also looking for restaurant 
suggestions to publish in the brochure 
attendees will receive. If you are willing 
to write a mini review of your favorite 
restaurant(s) with a general indication 
of price range, please send it to one of 
us at the above addresses. We need 
these by May 25. 

FRAN KRAVITZ AND SUSAN SHIH, 
CO-CHAIRS, HOST COMMITTEE 

Visit the 
Chicago Section ♦ at 

http://membership.acs.org/C/Chicago 
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'CHEM SHORTS'' . 
FIZZY FUN 
Kids, baking soda and/or baking pow

der are added to cooking batters to pro
duce the gas bubbles that make cakes 
and muffins rise (this is called "leaven
ing"). It is caused by the action of bak
ing soda plus a liquid acid. Baking soda 
is sodium bicarbonate (NaHCO3). 
When mixed with a liquid acid it releas
es the gas carbon dioxide (CO2). Of 
course you've seen this - when you 
mix baking soda with vinegar it fizzes 
with CO2 bubb les . Recipes that use 
baking soda for leavening always have 
an acid somewhere , like vinega r, lemon 
juice, or buttermilk. Less obvious acids 
are those in honey and molasses. 

Baking powder is a combination of bak
ing soda plus a dry acid. When baking 
powder is mixed in a batter, the dry acid 
and the baking soda can react together 
and release CO2. Dry acids are certain 
tartrates , phosphates , or sulfates. Dou
ble-acting powders are the most com
mon. The first "action" is the release of 
CO2 when one of the dry acids dissolves 
in liquid and reacts with the baking soda. 
The second "action" is the release of 
CO2 when the batte r is heated in an 
oven. This relies on a different acid that 
dissolves only at higher temperatures. 
EXPERIMENT 1. The purpose here is to 

determine if CO2 is released when bak
ing soda and baking powder are added to 
water. Dissolve 1 tsp. baking soda in one 
cup of water and 1 tsp. baking powder (a 
double -act ing one) in another cup of 
water. The baking soda should dissolve 
without fizz ing and the baking powder 
should fizz. Why? Note also that the bak
ing soda dissolves completely but that the 
baking powder solution is cloudy. Look at 
the label and you'll see cornstarch is an 
ingredient. One possible explanation is 
that cornstarch doesn't dissolve. A follow
up experiment with 1/2 tsp. cornstarch a 
glass of water will confirm this. 

EXPERIMENT 2. The purpose here is 
to determine whether baking soda and 
baking powder will f izz when acid is 
added. So, add 1 tsp. of vinegar to the 
solutions from Experiment 1. We expect 
that when the vinegar (acetic ac id) is 
added, CO2 gas bubbles will be 
released from the baking soda solution 
but not from the baking powder or the 
control cornstarch solution. 

EXPERIMENT 3. The purpose here is 
to determine whether baking soda and 
baking powder solut ions will fizz when 
heated. Prepare one cup of water each 
with 1 tsp. baking soda, baking powder, 
and cornstarch. After the baking pow
der stops fizz ing, ask an adult partne r 
to microwave them all for 1 minute (in 

microwave safe containers). Only the 
bak ing powder so lution shou ld fizz 
upon heating. In this the other dry acid 
(probably sodium aluminum sulfate, or 
alum) dissolves as the product is heat
ed. As it dissolves, more is in solution 
to react with the bicarbonate. 
Think about all these reactions occurring 

the next time someone bakes you a cake. 
This is inorganic chemistry in action! 
Reference: 
http://users.rcn.com/sue.interport/food/b 
akgsoda.html. 
Written by: K. A. CARRADO, ELEMEN
T A RY EDUCATION COMM ITTEE. 
Past "ChemShorts" are on the internet 
at: http://membership .acs.org/C/Chica
go/ChmShort/kidindex.html 

GC COURSE 
The Chicago Chromatography Discus

sion Group announces it w ill hold it's 
38th Introductory Course in Gas Chro
matography at Roosevelt Universi ty in 
Schaumburg, IL on March 19 - 22 , 
2001. T his three and one-half day 
cou rse is staffed by instructors with 
expertise in both column theory and 
instrumentation. 

The course includes such topics as: 
separation theory, qualitative and quan
titative analys is, detector theory and 
application , derivatization tech niques , 
instrument troubleshooting and mainte
nance procedures , and statistical meth
ods for the treatment of data. Laborato
ry studies include both qualitative and 
quantitative experiments conducted on 
modern inst ruments supplied and 
staffed by the leading instrument manu
facture rs . Cou rse tuit ion of $595.00 
includes lunch, textbook, all laboratory 
supplies and certificate. 

Registration will be limited to the first 
45 registra nts that apply. For more 
info rmation please contact the CCDG 
office at 847/647-0157. 

TOUR EXPLORES IRELAND'S 
SCIENTIFIC HERITAGE 

Science teache rs and nonscientists 
are invited to explore Ireland's scientific 
heritage in a tour of the island from 
June 20 through July 4. Participants will 
visit science museums , universities, a 
school, and a distillery. Lectures on top
ics of spec ial interest will be given at 
various venues by experts in scientific 
and other sub j ects. The tour is 
arranged by Science History Tou rs, a 
nonp rofit organization run by Yvo nne 
Twomey of Naperville, IL. 

For more information, contact YVONNE 
TWOMEY at 84 1 Kinston Co urt, 
Naperville , IL 60540, 630-961-981 1, 
ytwomey@mcs.com, or LEE MAREK, 
630-420-7516, LMarek@aol.com. 

Chicago Chromatography 
Discussion Group 

38th Annual 
Introductory Course 

in Gas Chromatography 

March 19 - 22, 200 1 

Roosevelt Univers ity, Abert A Robin 
Campus , Schaumburg , IL 

practical 
laboratory 

training 
in capillary 

GC 

Lectures 
and lobs by 
outstanding 

Chicago area 
industrial and 

academic scientists 

Please coll (847) 647-0157 for on application. 
Deadline for applications is Morch 5, 2001. 

See the article in this issue for more informahon 

Analytical Services 

Lab Services 

► Polymer Deformulation 

► Polymer Analysis 

►Method Development 

►Consulting 

► Expert Witness 

Lab Equipment 

►LC 

►DSC& TGA 

►FTIR 

►GC 

►ATR 

►ESCA & NMR 

►Light Scattering 

(508) 966-1301 
www.jordiassoc.com 



HISTORY OF THE PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS AWARD 

The Public Affairs Award was estab
lished by the Public Affairs Committee of 
the Chicago Section of the American 
Chemical Society in 1982. The award 
was established to recognize individuals 
who were involved in science and public 
policy issues One of the stipulations of 
the award is that the individual need not 
be a chemist or a member of the society, 
but should have been a resident of the 
EPA Region V during the time period for 
which he/she is being recognized for. 
During the years 1983 - 1987 , the 
award was given annually. Beginning in 
1989, the award was presented biannu
ally. Past recipients of the Public Affairs 
Award are listed below, along with their 
achievements. This year's awardee, the 
Hon. Harris Fawell, marks the first time 
that we have honored a public official. 
Congressman Fawell has been known to 
some of us since he was first elected to 
congress in 1985. It was during the Fall 
ACS National Meeting in Chicago that 
year when he was the keynote speaker 
for a symposium that was arranged joint
ly by the PA Committee and the Dept. of 
Government Relations and Science Poli
cy; then GRASP, now OLGA. 

Jim Shoffner 
Barb Moriarty 
Co-Chairs, Public Affairs Committee 

1983 Dr. Carl Moore 
Professor of Chemistry, Head of 
Department of Chemistry, Loyola Univ.; 
For outstanding public service , as an 
advisor to local governments in science 
and public policy. 

1984 Dr. Ananda Chakrabarty 
Research Scientist, General Electric Inc., 
Professor of Biochemistry, Univ. of Illinois. 
For obtaining the first patent for a living 
organism, as a bacterium for use in pol
lution control. 

1985 Mr. Valdas Adamkus 
Regional Administrator, Region V EPA; 
For outstanding administration of the 
regional office, and for standing strong 
against attempts to weaken pollution con
trol regulations and politicize the office. 
Mr. Adamkus returned to his nat ive 
Lithuania as president two years ago. 

1986 Dr. James Shoffner 
Senior Research Chemist, Allied Sig
nal-UOP, presently Adjunct Professor 
of Science in Columbia College Sci
ence Institute; For pioneering work in 
establishing the Public Affairs Commit
tee, and working with state, local and 
regional governments on science and 
public policy issues. 

1987 Dr. Etcyl Blair 
Consultant, Industry-Government Rela
tions , Retired Vice President Health 
and Environmental Sciences, Dow Inc. 
For outstanding work in devising corpo
rate compliance policies, and for man
aging analytical methodologies to pro
vide effective pollution control. 

1989 Dr. William Beranek 
Advisor to Governor of Indiana, Head of 
Indiana environmental consulting firm. 
For work done in risk-benefit analysis 
and environmental improvement strate
gies championed nationally. 

1991 Dr. Leon Lederman 
Nobel Laureate in Physics, Director 
Emeritus, Fermilab, Professor of 
Physics, Univ. of Chicago, Illinois Insti
tute of Technology. For speaking for 
science nationally and internationally, 
championing science funding and for 
being a leader in science education. 

1993 Dr. Walter Mccrone 
President and Founder, Mccrone Insti
tute, Internationally known chemical 
microscopist, exposed Shroud of Turin 
and Vinland Map as forgeries. For 
world class work on fiber and particle 
identification, especially asbestos 
fibers, and for socially relevant contribu
tions as President of the Board of Ada 
S. McKinley Community Services, one 
of Chicago's leading social agencies. 

1995 Dr. Walter E. Massey 
President, Morehouse College , former 
VP Research, Univ. of Chicago, Direc
tor, Argonne Lab, VP Academic Affairs, 
Univ. of California. For public service on 
federal, local and state boards and 
commissions, speaking and writing on 
science and public policy, and for lead
ing efforts to maintain the viability of 
Argonne Lab. 

1997 Dr. Zafra Lerman 
Head of Science Institute, Columbia 
College; For outstanding contributions 
in the areas of human rights and sci
ence education. Since receiving this 
award, she has received numerous 
other awards, most recently the Jose' 
Vanconcelos Award for Education, pre
sented at the U. of Witwatersrand, S.A, 
in November 2001. 

1999 Mr. Bill Kurtis 
Host for award winning documentaries 
on A & E Network; For using the medi
um of television to educate schoolchil
dren and enlighten the general public 
regarding the role that science and 
technology continues to play in shaping 
our civilization. 
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CHEMISTRY DAY 2000 
VOLUNTEERS 

Acknowledgments go to the following 
people and organizations that helped 
make Chemistry Day 2000 a success: 
Chicago ACS Chemistry Day Commit
tee Tom Kucera & David Crumrine, Co
Chairs; Avrom Littin & Larry Thielen, 
Exhibits ; Jonathan Taylor & Larry 
Berman , Publicity; Ken Olsen, Local 
Arrangements; Adele Rozek, Sharon 
Northrup, Darryl Prater, Barb Moriarty , 
Steve Sichak, and Fran Kravitz; Hands
on Experiments Tim Thomas, Kristen 
Garis , Angie Boerger ; ACS Student 
Affiliate members from Loyola included: 
Katie Beeks, Eric Gage, Sean Wherry, 
Monica Colombo. Poster Volunteers 
from Medichem Research were orga
nized by Darla Darczak. 

Demonstrations organized by Carl and 
Charlane Anderson included the follow
ing: Carl Anderson, Rolling Meadows 
HS; Charlane Anderson, Maine South 
HS; Kendra Anderson , Maine South 
HS; Kathy Connolly , Rolling Meadows 
HS; Karl Craddock , Fremd HS; Brian 
Fortney, Brown Deer HS, WI; Jaci Gen
tile , Naperville Central HS; Lisa Gor
such , Rolling Meadows HS; Michael 
Heinz, Glenbard South HS; Eileen 
Herbster, Rolling Meadows HS; Rebec
ca Karrow, Maine West HS; Patti Ken
ton, Naperville Central HS; Marty Lan
do rf, Maine West HS; Bob Lewis, 
Downers Grove North HS; Mary Ann 
Lindahl, Downers Grove South HS; Lee 
Marek , Naperville HS; Jane Russell , 
East Leyden HS; Christina Sayre, 
Maine South HS; Allan Stenmark, Oak 
Creek HS, WI; Shari Vetter, Naperville 
Central HS; Daila Zygas, West Leyden 
HS. 

Some of the Exhibitors: BP; Chicago 
Section ACS Committees-Minority 
Affairs, Public Affairs, & Younger 
Chemists; Aerosol Industry Develop
ment Association; American Institute of 
Chemical Engineers; Argonne National 
Labs; Blistex Corporation; Chicago Sci
ence Alliance; Chicago Systems Initia
tive; Illinois Water Environment Associ
ation; Loyola University Chemistry 
Department; NALCO Chemical Compa
ny; National Organization for the Pro
fession al Advancement of Black 
Chemists and Chemical Engineers 
(NOBCChE); Unilever; U.S. Customs 
Service; and the U.S. Drug Enforce
ment Administration. 
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THE ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE: 
A RETROSPECTIVE 

Folks, have you ever been curious 
about the history and development of the 
"ChemShorts for Kids" column or about 
the other activities of the Elementary 
Education Committee (EEC)? This article 
will provide a behind-the-scenes look at 
the history of these resources. 

Back in 1990, someone (we suspect it 
yvas Ms. Fran Karen Kravitz) had the 
idea of expanding the Chicago Section's 
efforts into elementary education. An ad
hoc committee was formed that year with 
Dick Ebeling and Charles Cannon as co
chairs. Several volunteers joined , and 
together a mission statement was formu
lated stating in part, "One of our goals is 
to provide programs for peop le in our 
local communities that will raise their 
level of understanding of science and 
techno logy. This committee specifically 
recognizes the importance for children to 
estab lish a solid scientific foundation 
early, with an emphasis on the elemen
tary school level." Several purposes, out
comes, and expectations were included. 
The first public outreach activity was a 

survey at the 1990 Illinois Science 
Teachers Association conference. 
Teachers were asked to rank their priori
ties from a list of potential activities that 
the EEC felt they could provide. The 
overwhelming favorite was hands-on sci
ence training for teachers. From this the 
concept of "CHEERS" , Chemistry Ele
mentary Education Refresher Sessions 
was developed. These were Saturday 
morning hands-on workshops for ele
mentary education teachers held once or 
twice a year from 1991-1995. The EEC 
quickly achieved full committee status, 
with it's own budget, which helped with 
supplies, postage, mailings, etc. Anne 
Benbow of the national ACS Education 
Office even came to present one session. 

In 1996, the EEC decided to assemble 
a resource packet cal led "Best of 
CHEERS". Teachers had been asked to 
fill out surveys upon the completion of 
CHEERS sessions. From their respons
es, ten activities from each of the K-2 
and 3-5 grade levels were selected for 
inclusion in the packet. Activities for K-2 
tend to be more comprehensive of all 
subjects and incorporate elements of 
reading, history, drawing, etc. In a mass 
mailing,_ each of the section's elementary 
education schoo ls received a packet. 
The following year, area parochial 
schools were recipients. The activities 
are also avai lable on our website at 
m~mbership.acs.org/C/ 
Ch1cago/eled/eled.html. Since that time 
the budget for the EEC has been going 
to the "Kids and Chemistry" committee. 

~u rious about what the naked egg 
might be? ~ant to have fun with fungus? 
Can you imagine kid-fr iendly experi
ments concerning green pennies, volca
noes, landfills, polymers, yeast? In 1992, 
the column for the Bulletin called 
"ChemShorts fo r Kids" began. This is 
another idea for which credit goes to Ms. 
Kravitz . The column is directed to stu
dents at about the 4th-grade level but are 
n:ieant to span grades K-6. The profes
sional chemists reading the Bulletin are 
asked, as parents and partners in educa
tion, to perform them with children and to 
pass along the columns to teachers. It 
has been satisfying to learn that many 
actually do this. (We have even heard 
rumors of the column appearing in the 
newsletters of other local sections). 
The considerations for a ChemShorts 

c~lumn are fairly numerous. They begin 
with space/length restrictions of one col
umn and about 350-500 words. The sci
ence must of course be CHEMISTRY. 
Materials must be inexpensive easy to 
!ind, and safe for the age gro~p (plus, 
ad_ult partners" are often recommended). 

Quick results are important, as is being 
as "hands-on" as possible. Molecular 
formulas, chemical names, and common 
names for all materials are often incorpo
~ated. And nowadays it always tries to 
include a website for reference. 

Here are some statistics. Of the 89 
c~lumns to date, 32 columns (36%) deal 
with FOOD, and an additional 12 
columns (13%) use vinegar and/or bak
ing soda . Given the constraints men
tioned above, the heavy reliance on food 
chemistry is not surprising. Since in sum 
these columns represent a large archival 
resource, they have found permanent 
residence on the section's website at 
membership.acs.org/C/Chicago/ChmSho 
rt/kidindex.html. In fact, one column 
exists only on the website. This is a "Pic
torial Guide to Molecules" provided for 
May 2000, since there was no Bulletin 
published that month. 

Many resources have been used to 
draw on for column ideas. Excellent ACS 
publications include the elementary-level 
WonderScience and the high school 
level ChemMatters (from which ideas 
must naturally be simplified). There are 
several excellent books for children that 
have found permanent places on the edi
tor's shelves. The internet is a very pow
erful resource and has factored more 
and more into the articles as the years 
have gone by. And finally, word-of-mouth 
attracts a few ideas. So, if anyone out 
there has something different to use for a 
future column, please contact the colum
n's editor. Soon! 

DR. KATHLEEN A. CARRADO 
EDITOR, "CHEMSHORTS FOR KIDS 
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THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE OF THE 
CHICAGO SECTION, 
AMERICAN CHEMICAL 
SOCIETY 

The Public Affairs Committee of the 
Chicago Section of the American 
Chemical Society was started in 1973 
to ensure that section members and 
public officials and bodies are informed 
of matters where the knowledge and 
practice of chemistry are of substantial 
public importance. These matters can 
include government issues, environ
mental issues and the social responsi
bility of chemists. The committee was 
recognized for its work at the 218th 
ACS National Meeting in New Orleans 
in 1999, receiving an award for Out
standing Achievement. 

Over the years that the Committee 
has been in existence, the committee 
has initiated and completed many pro
jects. A few of the most notable pro
jects are given below. 

Organized and co-sponsored a cele
bration of the 100th Anniversary of the 
birth of Dr. Percy Julian. Dr. Julian, a 
member of the Chicago Section for 
many years, was a renowned black 
chemist responsible for many advance
ments in chemistry. Some of his 
achievements include the first synthesis 
of physostigmine, used for the treatment 
of glaucoma and an inexpensive syn
thesis of cortisone, which made treat
ments using this drug readily available. 
Organized Biannual Public Affairs Lec

ture to keep section members informed 
on matters of interest in the area of 
Chemistry and Public Affairs. 

Conducted the selection of and 
arranged for the celebration of the 
Chicago Section Public Affairs Award to 
recognize and encourage exemplary 
accomplishments in the area of Chem
istry and Public Affairs. Recent hon
orees include Mr. Bill Kurtis (1999) and 
Dr. Zafra Lerman (1997). 

Conducted and published question
naires of candidates for statewide pub-
1 ic off ice. Past elections include the 
1996 and 1998 Senatorial elections and 
the 1994 and 1998 Gubernatorial elec
tions. For 1998 the results were pub
lished in The Chemical Bulletin and on 
the Chicago Section webpage. 

Provided information on science and 
public policy issues to the general pub
lic at the Section's celebration of Chem
istry Day during the past three years. 
Served as government relations liaison 

between the National ACS Office of Legal 
and Government Affairs (OLGA) and 
members of the Section. In this capacity, 
we contact representatives on legislative 
issues of importance and inform section 

members of legislative activities. 
Served as members of various public 

committees and task forces and partici
pated in public hearings such as the 
EPA hearings on smog in 1997. In addi
tion, members have responded to 
requests for information from public offi
cials and have been active in various 
public bodies. 

BARB MORIARTY 
JIM SHOFFNER 
CO-CHAIRS, PUBLIC AF FAIRS 
COMMITTEE 
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FRED BASOLO TO RECEIVE 
2001 PRIESTLEY MEDAL 

Fred Baso lo, Professor Emeritus of 
Chemistry, Northwestern University, will 
receive the 2001 Priestley Medal and 
deliver the Priestley Medal address at 
the awards dinner on April 3, 2001 at 
the Spring 2001 ACS National Meeting 
in San Diego, CA. 
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March 17, 2001: A College Career Conference, sponsored 
by the Chicago Section College Education Committee, will 
be held at Columbia College, from 8 AM to Noon. Confer
ence topic is "Managing an Effective Job Search and 
Resume Review". Contact either Charles Cannon at 312-
344-7396, ccannon@popmail.colum.edu or Allison Aldridge 
84 7-937-9278,Allison.Aldridge@ ln.ssw .abbott.com. See 
also ad in this issue. 

March 19-22, 2001: The Chicago Chromatography Discus
sion Group (CCDG) will offer its annual spring Gas Chro
matography School at Roosevelt University in Schaumburg. 
Contact CCDG at 847-647-0157. See also article in this 
issue. 

April 1-5, 2001 : The American Chemical Society will hold 
the 221 st National Meeting in San Diego, CA. For more 
information contact the ACS at (202) 872-4396 or 
http://www.acs.org/meetings. 

April 20, 2001: The Chicago Section American Chemical 
Society will celebrate the presentation of the Distinguished 
Service Award. The speaker will be Allan Hedges of Cer
estar, Inc. who will present a lecture entitled "Industrial 
Applications of Cyclodextrins." For additional information 
call the Section Office at (847) 647-8405. 

May 18, 2001: The Chicago Section American Chemical 
Society will celebrate the presentation of the Willard Gibbs 
Award. For additional information call the Section Office at 
(847) 647-8405. 

June 11-13, 2001: The Joint Central/Great Lakes Regional 
Meeting will be held in Grand Rapids, Ml. For more informa
tion contact R. J. McCabe at (616) 392-2375 ext. 2386 or 
by email Richard.McCabe@wl.com. 

June 22, 2001: The Chicago Section American Chemical 
Society presents the Annual Education Night. For additional 
information call the Section Office at (847) 647-8405. 

August 25-29, 2001: The American Chemical Society will 
hold the 222nd National Meeting in Chicago, IL. For more 
information contact the ACS at (202) 872-4396 or 
http://www.acs.org/meetings. 


