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Loyola University – Chemistry Department (Quinlan Life Science Building)
Room	142	(Auditorium)
1050	West	Sheridan	Road
Chicago,	IL		60660

Parking: Enter the campus at the intersection of Kenmore and Sheridan Road and 
bear to the left. Parking (P1) is available at the parking deck next to Flanner Hall 
for $7.00. Enter the garage at the entrance marked “Faculty, Students, Guests, and 
Visitors.”

http://www.luc.edu/media/lucedu/pdfs-campusmaps/lsc.pdf 

Also Being Streamed to Satellite Locations:

Purdue University Northwest North Central College
Gyte	Building	Room	240	 New	Science	Center
2200	169th	St.	 131	S.	Loomis	Street
Hammond,	IN	46323	 STEM	101	(auditorium)
	 	 Naperville,	IL	60540
Purde Parking: Free
https://www.pnw.edu/visitors-guide/maps/hammond-campus/

NCC Parking: Street and lot parking is free
https://www.northcentralcollege.edu/sites/default/files/documents/2017-03/
northcentral_map_v2.pdf

REGISTRATION	AND	DINNER	 5:30	PM	–	6:30	PM
POSTER	SESSION	AND	NETWORKING	 6:30	PM	–	7:30	PM
DISTINGUISHED	SERVICE	AWARD	TO	AVROM	LITIN	 7:30	PM	–	7:35	PM
PRESENTATION	OF	THE	50-,	60-,	AND	70-YEAR	 
MEMBER	AWARDS	 7:35PM	–	7:45	PM
INTRODUCTORY	REMARKS	BY	FRAN	KRAVITZ,	 
CHICAGO	SECTION	CHAIR	 7:45	PM	–	7:50	PM
LECTURE	BY	PROFESSOR	STUART	ROWAN	 7:50	PM	–	8:50	PM

(continued on page 2)

Prof. Stuart Rowan
University of Chicago, Institute for 
Molecular Engineering and Department 
of Chemistry
“Using Dynamic Chemistry to Access 
Stimuli-Responsive and Adaptive 
Materials”

Dinner reservations are required and 
can be made at our website (www.
chicagoacs.org) or by calling between 
8 AM and 1 PM, the Chicago Section 
office at 847-391-9091.  

MENU

Loyola University

  Dinner will be served cafeteria style in 
the student cafeteria across Sheridan 
Road. Please pick up your meal tickets at 
the registration desk in the Life Science 
Building. IMPORTANT: The Cafeteria 
closes	at	6:30	p.m.
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MENU Continued

North Central College and Purdue Uni-
versity Northwest

Choice of: 
Panera Turkey Sandwich Box Lunch 
(Oven roasted turkey raised without an-
tibiotics, lettuce, vine-ripened tomatoes, 
red onions, pure mayo, spicy mustard, 
salt and pepper on  whole grain. Served 
with potato chips, pickle, a cookie and 
beverage.)

OR
Panera Mediterranean Veggie Boxed 
Lunch (Zesty sweet Peppadew piquant 
peppers, feta cheese, cucumbers, let-
tuce, vine-ripened tomatoes, red onions 
and cilantro-jalapeno hummus with salt 
and pepper on thin sliced tomato basil. 
Served with potato chips, pickle, a cookie 
and beverage.)
  Please note that if we do not meet 
the minimum quantity for delivery at a 
location then your meal will be substi-
tuted with a similar meal from Jimmy 
Johns.
  The cost is $15 to Section members who 
have paid their local section dues, mem-
bers’ families, and visiting ACS members. 
The cost to members who have NOT 
paid their local section dues and to non-
members is $17. Dinner reservations are 
required and should be received in the 
Section Office via phone (847-391-9091), 
email (chicagoacs@ameritech.net) or 
website (http://chicagoacs.org/meet-
inginfo.php?id=120) by noon on Tues-
day, June 13. PLEASE HONOR YOUR 
RESERVATIONS. The Section must 
pay for all dinner orders. No-shows 
will be billed.

(continued from page 1)

Abstract:  

  The dynamic bond can be defined as 
any class of bond that selectively under-
goes reversible breaking and reformation, 
usually under equilibrium conditions. The 
incorporation of dynamic bonds (which 
can be either covalent or non-covalent) 
allows access to structurally dynamic 
polymers. Such polymers can exhibit 
macroscopic responses upon exposure 
to an environmental stimulus, on account 
of a rearrangement of the polymeric ar-
chitecture.  In such systems, the nature of 
the dynamic bond not only dictates which 
stimulus the material will be responsive to 
but also plays a role in the response itself. 
Thus, such a design concept represents a 
molecular level approach to the develop-
ment of new stimuli-responsive materials. 
We have been interested in the potential 
of such systems to access new material 
platforms and have developed a range 
of new mechanically stable, structurally 
dynamic polymer films that change their 

properties in response to a given stimu-
lus, such as temperature, light or specific 
chemicals. Such adaptive materials have 
been targeted toward applications that in-
clude healable plastics, responsive liquid 
crystalline polymers, chemical sensors, 
thermally responsive hydrogels, shape 
memory materials and mechanically dy-
namic biomedical implants. Our latest re-
sults in this area will be discussed.

Biography:

 Stuart Rowan is currently a Professor 
of Molecular Engineering and Chemis-
try at the University of Chicago, where 
he moved July 1st, 2016. Prior to this 
he was the Kent H. Smith Professor of 
Engineering in the Department of Mac-
romolecular Science and Engineering 
at Case Western Reserve University. 
Stuart was born in Edinburgh, Scotland 
and grew up in Troon, Aryshire on the 
west coast of Scotland.  He received his 
B.Sc. (Hons.) in Chemistry in 1991 from 
the University of Glasgow and stayed 
there for graduate school in the labora-
tory of Dr David D. MacNicol, receiving 
his Ph.D. in 1995. In 1994 he moved to 
the Chemistry Department at the Uni-
versity of Cambridge to work with Prof. 
Jeremy K. M. Sanders FRS. He moved 
across the Atlantic (and the continental 
U.S.) to continue his postdoctoral studies 
with Prof. Sir J. Fraser Stoddart FRS at 
the University of California, Los Angeles 
in 1998. In 1999 he was appointed as an 
Assistant Professor to the Department of 
Macromolecular Science and Engineer-
ing at Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity in Cleveland, Ohio, was promoted to  
Associate Professor with tenure in 2005 
and became a Full Professor in 2008. He 
is a NSF CAREER awardee, received the 
Morley Medal (ACS) in 2013, the CWRU 
Distinguished University Award in 2015, 
and the Herman Mark Scholar Award 
(ACS) in 2015. He became an ACS 
POLY Fellow in 2016 and is a Fellow of 
the Royal Society of Chemistry. He is the 
Deputy Editor of the ACS Macro Letters, 
and on the editorial advisory board for the 
Journal of Polymer Science Part A: Poly-
mer Chemistry, Chemical Science, and  
J. Macromolecular Science, Pure and Ap-
plied Chemistry. He has published over 
140 scientific papers and reviews. His 
research interests focus on the potential 
of dynamic chemistry (covalent and non- 
covalent) in the construction and prop-
erties of structurally dynamic polymeric 
materials. His group works on supramo-
lecular polymers, self-healing materials, 
stimuli-responsive material and nano-
composites, metal-containing polymers, 
gels, biomaterials, and developing new 
synthetic methods for the construction of 
complex polymeric architectures. 

2017	Marie	S.	Curie	Girl	Scout	
Chemistry Day Program

  The 7th annual Marie S. Curie Girl 
Scout Chemistry Day workshops pre-
sented to the Girl Scouts of Greater 
Chicago and Northwest Indiana Council 
(GSGCNWI) have been completed. The 
purpose of this program was to give girls 
ages 10 to 18 the opportunity to learn 
about chemistry through lecture and lab-
oratory, the careers available in various 
areas of chemistry, and to talk and inter-
act during lunch with female role models 
who are chemists. The workshops were 
held at three locations: College of Lake  
County in Grayslake on Saturday,  
April 22; Valparaiso University on  
Saturday, April 29; and North Central 
College on Saturday, May 6.  A total of 
112 Girl Scouts from the three locations 
registered for the program and 91 scouts 
received their patch. Our thanks to all of 
the women scientists who participated as 
lunch-time mentors at all three sites, our  
university/college hosts and our instruc-
tors for the program.

Amber Arzadon

OLYMPIAD

  I’m pleased to announce that Zach-
ary Chin of Stevenson HS and Harrison 
Wang of Hinsdale Central HS are both 
Olympiad finalists and will attend the 
study camp for the International team. 
Harrison had also attended the study 
camp last year. Congratulations to them, 
their teachers, and their schools!
  In addition, Edward Li of William Fremd  
HS earned high honors, and Allen Ding 
of Stevenson HS, Clarissa Gomez of 
John Hersey HS, Kelvin Li and Jevin Liu 
of Naperville North HS  Ammaar Saeed 
of Naperville Central HS, Gabriel Sucich 
of Walter Payton HS, and James Wei of 
IMSA all earned honors. Wow!
  The complete list, and more informa-
tion, can be found at https://www.
acs.org/content/dam/acsorg/educa-
tion/students/highschool/olympiad/
process/competitions/2017-top-20.
pdf?logActivity=true

Russ Kohnken
Chicago ACS HS Education Chair

Register ONLINE for
Chicago Section
monthly meetings

https: / /ch icagoacs.s tarchapter. 
com/meet-reg1.php?id=107
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CHAIR’S COLUMN
IS IT SUMMER VACATION YET
  
  Many of our Chicago Section members 
probably think that since we operate on 
an academic year that activities stop dur-
ing the summer. WRONG!!!! Here is what 
is happening in June, July and August.
  June is a busy month for the Section. 
June is when we celebrate our 50 and 
60 year members at our June 16 Pro-
gram Meeting. Our  senior members 
are very important to us. They are the 
cornerstone and to whom we attribute 
the rich history of the Section. Yes, our 
younger members are the future for our 
Section but our senior members give 
our younger members the foundation 
to build upon. We are trying to develop 
senior programing this year and we are 
looking for members to join this com-
mittee. Committee meetings are held 
by conference call. Our Senior Chem-
ist Committee chair, Louis De Filippi is 
looking for ideas. Please send ideas and 
activities to me and I will make sure that 
they become a reality in 2017. 
  June is also our month to award the 
Distinguished Service Award to a mem-
ber who has provided outstanding and 
devoted service to the Section. This 
year’s awardee is Avrom Litin, a mem-
ber who certainly deserves the award.  
Avrom is currently co-chair of the Com-
munity Affairs Committee and an alter-
nate councilor. He is a past chair.  
  The Employment Committee has an 
employment seminar planned in the 
month of June and the topic will be on 
“Career Resources at a National Meet-
ing”. The Employment Committee has 
been busy planning a career seminar 
each month at UIC which is open to  
everyone. This is a chance to get a taste 
of a career workshop given by a national 
career workshop presenter. Watch our 
website for the date.
  The Community Affairs Committee 
has begun to organize Chemistry Week 
2017 to be held at Malcolm X College on 
Saturday, October 21. They need many 
volunteers to help on this project. The 
Committee is also looking for academic 
institutions, government agencies and in-
dustrial companies to present a table with 
activities for the community. What a great 
time to show off what your organization 
does. Please contact me if you are inter-
ested in volunteering or if your academic 
institution, industrial company or govern-
ment agency would like to participate.
  The Nomination Committee is busy 
planning the Chicago Section slate of  
officers and directors for the election in 
the fall. It is never too late to get involved 
in the Section.
  Finally, August is our Illinois State Fair 
project in which our Section participates 

with every other Illinois Section at the  
Illinois State Fair in Springfield. This year 
the dates of the Fair are from Friday,  
August 11 through Sunday, August 20. 
We all have great fun performing demos 
and hands-on experiments for the pub-
lic. Won’t you join us?
  As you can see, your Section never 
takes a vacation. Please join us this sum-
mer and volunteer for an activity or come 
to an event. If you are not a member of 
the ACS, become one and get rewarded 
with the special benefits of membership. 
Have a fun and safe summer. 

Fran Kravitz
2017 Chicago Section ACS Chair
fk1456@sbcglobal.net

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
OUR	50-,	60-	AND	70-YEAR	ACS	MEMBERS!

  As part of our June 16 meeting program, we will honor an elite group of our Section 
members who have been ACS members for 50, 60, or 70 years!  A membership card 
entitling them to free attendance at all ACS meetings is sent to each of them from 
the ACS National office in grateful appreciation of their many years of service to the 
Society.  At our meeting, each of them will be presented a handsome membership 
certificate to mark the occasion.  

50	Year	Members	for	2017
   
James Murphy
Milton Gilmore
Theodore Roseman
Lydia Swenton
Jih Liu
Thor Jondahl
Vytautas Kulikauskas
Robert Hinrichs
Ronald Hennis
Wayne Wozniak
Anthony Tortorello
Kenneth Thompson
Mildred Bruhn
Edward Glod
Clifford Tebeau
Marilyn Kouba
Susan Mabrey Gaud
Presbury West
Richard Van Duyne
Phillip DeChristopher
Michael Krumpelt
Harold Redelsperger
Robert Mc Ginnis
Keith Meyer
Charles Cook
Charles Scouten
Ping Liu
Ellen Janka
Markki Nelson
James Brink
Herbert Kirst

60	Year	Members	for	2017
   
John Phillips
John Witt
John Lambert
Moira Breen
George Meisters
Raymond Hoff
John Callahan
Anne Sherren
Jack Dybalski
Walker Bowman
James Foght
Felix Germino
Floy Pelletier
Leonard Triggiani
Raymond Crawford
Stuart Rice

70	Year	Members	for	2017
   
Keith Lorentzen
Warren Sedlacek
Howard Penn
Randel Little
Elliott Greenberg
George Long
Dolores Rix

June, 2017 Vol. 104, No. 6. Published 
by the Chicago Section of The 
American Chemical Society, Editorial 
Staff: Paul Brandt, Editor; Milt 
Levenberg, Proofreader. Address: 
1400 Renaissance Dr., Suite 312, 
Park Ridge, Illinois 60068; 847/391-
9091. Subscription rates: $15 per 
year. Frequency: monthly-September 
through June.

The mission of the Chicago 
Section of the ACS is to encourage 
the advancement of chemical 
sciences and their practitioners.

FOLLOW	US	ON	FACEBOOK	
AND	TWITTER!
www.facebook.com/

ChicagoACS

twitter.com/
ChicagoACS

https://www.you-
tube.com/user/
AmerChemSoc
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SOMEONE YOU SHOULD 
KNOW
 
 Amber Arzadon has been an active 
Chicago Section member for over 10 
years. Amber became involved with the 
ACS through co-workers at Honeywell 
and has been part of the Chicago Sec-
tion family ever since. She is a quiet, 
gentle and extremely patient soul. Am-
ber is extremely helpful and rarely says 
no to any request even though she is an 
extremely busy person with three chil-
dren and a husband. She has been trea-
surer many times, secretary, director, 
and most important an outstanding chair 
of the Section. Currently, she is an alter-
nate councilor and chair of the Primary 
Education Committee. She is a rare 
breed of a younger chemist with never- 
ending energy and a love for chemistry.
 Amber was born in Torrance,  
California and has two sisters. Her  
mother, Marilynn Kawaoka majored in 
math at UCSB and became a teacher.  
Her father, Yoshiyuki majored in  
mechanical engineering at Cal Poly 
SLO and has a career as a manufactur-
ing manager. Amber’s parents were very 
supportive and taught their children to 
be inquisitive, hardworking and kind – 
no wonder she became a chemist. Her 
older sister, Hope, majored in biology at 
UCSD and is a manager at a healthcare 
company. Amber’s younger sister, April, 
has a BFA and MFA in metalworking 
and is an art professor at Pasadena City  
College. I have seen some of April’s  
jewelry on Etsy and she is quite  
talented.
  Dr. Arzadon was drawn to chemistry as 
a child because she found it fascinating 
that the complex world around us was 
built from a finite set of simple elements. 
Her science teachers at Torrey Pines 
High School fostered her love of the 
physical sciences and encouraged her 
to attend Harvey Mudd College. Amber 
worked under the guidance of Prof. Ali-
son McCurdy as an undergraduate, syn-
thesizing and studying calcium-selective 
photochromic chelators. She joined the 
ACS as an undergraduate because the 
chemistry department encouraged all of 
its chemistry majors to become mem-
bers. After earning her bachelors de-
gree, Amber went on to Northwestern 
University to earn her Ph.D. in inorganic 
chemistry. She studied lanthanide-medi-
ated hydrophospination and phosphine-
capped polyethylene polymerizations 
under Prof. Tobin Marks. Dr. Arzadon 
then joined Honeywell International in 
the aerospace division. She worked on 
basic R & D projects involving catalytic 
oxidation of chemical warfare agents 
and nitrogen/oxygen separation using 
hollow tube membranes.

  Amber met her husband, Lambert 
(Bob) Arzadon while she was an under-
graduate at Harvey Mudd College. They 
both graduated with degrees in chemis-
try but took different paths after gradua-
tion. Her husband became a consultant 
and commodities trader. In 2008, their 
son Marcus was born and Amber de-
cided to stay at home and raise a family. 
Their daughters, Maya and Noriko, were 
born in 2011 and 2014, respectively. 
She of course is teaching her children 
to be inquisitive, hardworking and kind 
as her parents taught her. At the same 
time, Amber enjoys teaching them about 
the physical world around them and 
the elements of the periodic table. She  
appreciates the simple things in life like 
a quiet day, taking a walk, cooking a 
meal, learning something new and play-
ing the piano. 
  I asked Amber who she might want 
to have lunch with – dead or alive. She 
chose Niels Bohr.  Amber feels that he 
is intriguing on so many levels with his 
work on atomic structure, his involve-
ment in the Manhattan project and his 
political and philosophical views.
  Unlike my other subjects, Amber could 
not think of any words of wisdom to 
share with other chemists but she want-
ed to leave us with a Ralph Waldo Em-
erson quote that she loves: “To leave the 
world a bit better, whether by a healthy 
child, a garden patch, or a redeemed so-
cial condition; to know that even one life 
has breathed easier because you have 
lived - that is to have succeeded.” 

Fran Kravitz 

RECIPROCAL MEMBERSHIP 
PROGRAM	WITH	AICHE

  The Chicago Section of the American 
Chemical Society Board has just ap-
proved a reciprocal membership agree-
ment with the Chicago Section of the 
American Institute of Chemical Engi-
neers (AIChE).  What are the benefits? 
Chicago Section ACS members would 
be able to attend monthly Chicago  
Section AIChE program meetings at 
the AIChE rate and Chicago Section 
AIChE members would be able to attend  
Chicago Section ACS program meet-
ings at the ACS rate. This is a win-win 
situation between two societies with 
similar missions and goals.  There would 
be a greater value for our members by 
working together with another technical 
society. In addition, our combined orga-
nizations would create a larger profes-
sional network for our members as well 
as theirs.
  Another benefit will be the ability to 
advertise our programs in the Chicago 
Section AIChE newsletter and website 
and for them to advertise their programs 
in the Chemical Bulletin and on our 
website. This gives both local societies 
greater visibility. The reciprocal mem-
bership program would be in effect for  
Chicago Section ACS and Chicago  
Section AIChE events only and does 
not cover any national events for either  
society. It also does not give either  
society members voting rights or the 
ability to hold local society positions 
on either board unless they also hold  
national membership in that society.

Fran Kravitz

Amber Arzadon with her children, Marcus and Maya
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AVROM LITIN RECEIVES  
THE CHICAGO SECTION 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 
AWARD	(DSA)

  We are pleased to announce that 
the 2017 Chicago Section ACS Distin-
guished Service Award (DSA) will be 
presented to Avrom Litin at the Section 
meeting in June. Avrom has, over the last 
two decades, provided exceptional ser-
vices to the Section.  In addition to serv-
ing as the 2012 Section Chair, he con-
tinues his long record of significant work 
for the Chemistry Day Committee and 
its outreach impact for the Section from  
activities during National Chemistry 
Week.  Avrom’s outreach impact also 
extends to thousands of people through 
his activities before and during the  
Illinois State Fair. Avrom’s long record 
of service to the Section also includes 
work as Publications Business Manager,  
Alternate Councilor, and as a member 
on many of the Section committees.  
Please join the committee in congratu-
lating Avrom for his many contributions 
and excellent service to the Chicago 
Section! 
  The DSA is a special award for the 
Chicago Section because it recognizes 
a member for providing exceptional ser-
vices to the Section over a long period 
of time.  Nomination and selection of the 
DSA is based on service to the Chicago 
Section over, above, and separate from 
any other achievements of the recipient, 
either in the profession or to the National 
ACS.  The DSA was established in 1974 
at the suggestion of Louis L. Lerner, then 
Editor of The Chemical Bulletin.
  The Nominating Committee for the 
Distinguished Service Award (DSA) is 
composed of the five former Chairs of 
the Chicago Section that have served 
between eight and twelve years ago 
plus the individual that will be serving as  
Section Chair in the year of the award.  
The makeup of this committee is de-
signed to provide a long-term view of the 
contributions to the Section by prospec-
tive nominees.  The committee chair 
compiles the nominations into a ballot 
that is distributed to an expanded Elec-
tion Jury for a final selection.    

Russell Johnson, 2017 Chair
Distinguished Service Award Committee

DISTINGUISHED	SERVICE	AWARDEES

  The Chicago Section American Chemical Society’s Distinguished Service Awards 
were established in 1974 at the suggestion of Louis L. Lerner, then the Editor of The 
Chemical Bulletin.  These Awards recognize members who provided exceptional ser-
vice to the Section over, above and separate from any other achievements of the 
recipient, either in the profession or by the National ACS.  

1974 Victor Conquest
 Roy C. Newton
 Otto Eisenschiml
1975 Hoylande Young Failey
 Byron Riegel
 Ward Evans
 Carl S. Miner
1976 David Klein
 E.H. Volwiler
 M.H. Arveson
 P.N. Leech
1977 William A. Converse
 Benjamin B. Freud
 Robert J. Reinarts
 Helen Selin
1978 Walter S. Guthmann
 Charles DeWitt Hurd
1979 Richard Mattoon
 Herbert E. Robinson
1980 Herman S. Bloch
 Julius D. Stieglitz
1981 Vivian B. Biske
 Edward G. Rietz
1982 Bernard S. Friedman
 Paul Van Cleef
1983 Clifford W. Crosby
 J. Fred Wilkes
1984 James J. Doheny
1985 Roy H. Bible
1986 Carl E. Moore
1987 Elaine R. Anderson
1988 Nellie M. Payne

1989 Louis J. Sacco
1990 Thomas J. Kucera
1991 James P. Shoffner
1992 Margaret Lally Huston
1993 Herbert S. Golinkin
1994 Stephen Sichak, Sr.
1995 Marie Ann Liskha
 Adele Rozek
1996 Gayle E. O’Neill
1997 Fran Karen Kravitz
1998 Marilyn Kouba
1999 Charles E. Cannon
 Jay S. Curtice
2000 Ellis K. Fields
2001 Stanley W. Drigot
2002 Cherlynlavaughn Bradley
2003 Lawrence E. Thielen
2004 Lawrence U. Berman
2005 Seymour Patinkin
2006 L. Jewel Nichols
2007 Barbara Moriarty
 Louis Lerner
2008 Margaret Stowell Levenberg
2009 Susan M. Shih
2010 Russell Johnson
2011 David Crumrine
2012 Sanford Angelos
2013 Milt Levenberg
2014 Frank Jarzembowski
2015 Richard Cornell
2016 Ken Fivizzani
2017	 Avrom	Litin

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 
THE ILLINOIS STATE FAIR 
SCIENCE TENT

  The 2017 Illinois State Fair is just around 
the corner and WE	NEED	YOU!  Illinois 
Local Sections of the ACS will have a 
Chemistry Tent in Conservation World 
at the Illinois State Fair. This will be our 
13th year for this community outreach 
project. The Illinois State Fair is sched-
uled from Friday, August 11 through Sun-
day, August 20.
  Our tent provides information to the 
public on chemistry by way of demos, 
hands-on activities, literature and pro-
motional items. Last year, we had over 
7,000 people come through our tent.  WE	
CAN’T	DO	THIS	WITHOUT	YOU!
  We are looking for volunteers to help us 
at this year’s Fair. This is a very reward-
ing activity and a chance to meet new 
colleagues from other Sections while 
reaching out to the public. We need dem-
onstrators, individuals willing to help with 

hands-on activities and individuals who 
are a “jack of all trades”. Come for a shift 
or for the day or participate for several 
days. We will provide FREE parking and 
admission to the Fair for our volunteers. 
There are nearby reasonably priced ho-
tels, motels & campgrounds for accom-
modations during the Fair.
  Please contact either Fran Kravitz at 
fk1456@sbcglobal.net or Milt Leven-
berg at milt22a@chicagoacs.net if 
you are interested in more information 
on this fun, rewarding and challenging 
opportunity. You may also register di-
rectly on line at http://chicagoacs.net/
statefair/volunteers.html. Registration 
opens June 5 for volunteers. 
  Thank you in advance for helping us 
make this program a continued suc-
cess!!!

Fran Kravitz (fk1456@sbcglobal.net)
Milt Levenberg (milt22a@chicagoacs.net)
Co-Chairs of the Illinois Sections of the 
ACS State Fair Project

The Chicago Section’s
e-mail address

is
chicagoacs@ameritech.net
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Cloud in a Bottle

  Have you ever laid out in the summer-
time looking up in the sky at the clouds 
and imagined what animal shape the 
cloud has made?  What is a cloud and 
can I make one? 

Materials:
2 L empty transparent plastic bottle with 
a lid 
matches
warm water

Warning!		When	using	matches	make	
sure there is an adult to help.  

Experiment:
  Add a small amount (teaspoon or so) of 
the warm water to the bottle.  Squeeze 
the bottle a bit with the lid off and have 
an adult light a match and gently blow 
out the match as it sits in front of the 
opening of the bottle.   Release the pres-
sure on the bottle to try and draw some 
of the smoke into the bottle.  If no smoke 
goes in, you can drop a freshly blown out 
match into the bottle and tightly cap the 
bottle.  Squeeze the bottle multiple times.  

What’s happening?

  You’ll notice that as you squeeze the 
bottle that the bottle is completely trans-
parent but that when you release the 
pressure a cloud is formed.  Clouds are 
tiny droplets of water molecules in the 
air.  They are formed when moist warm 
air rises into the atmosphere and as the 
air rises it cools, causing the water vapor 
to form those tiny water droplets.  When 
you squeeze the bottle you cause the air 
in the bottle to warm slightly and when 
you release the pressure in the bottle, 
the air cools.  So why are the matches 
needed?  The clouds also need a small 
surface of something for the water mol-
ecules to form onto.  This might be salt 
particles from the ocean spray or other 
pollutants in the air.  The smoke from the 
match gives those tiny water particles 
a surface to condense onto inside the 
bottle.  
  Greater pressures can be created by us-
ing a pump but that will take more work!  

References:
http://www.physics.org/interact/phys-
ics-to-go/cloud-in-a-bottle/

To view all past “ChemShorts for Kids”, 
go to: http://chicagoacs.org/articles/
article_category/1

Paul Brandt

IN	MEMORIUM:		RONALD	J.	SYKSTUS	(1939-2017)

  Section members old enough to remember when the Section Office was housed at 
86 E. Randolph Street (the old John Crerar Library building) and meetings were held 
at the Furniture Mart will also fondly remember Ronald (Ron) SYKSTUS.  Ron was not 
a chemist but he served the members of the Chicago Section as part of the office staff 
from 1957 until his retirement in 1999.  During his 42 years with the Chicago Section, 
Ron was a constant, reliable presence, and some of us, (myself in particular) got to 
know Ron as a friend and colleague.  We were saddened to learn that Ron passed 
away on May 4, 2017 in Huntsville, Alabama.
  An 18-year old Ron was hired by Jim Doheny, serving in various capacities while Jim, 
and later  Ellen Cozzens were Executive Directors.  One of his abilities in those primitive 
pre-digital days was running the printing press in the office for sending out the many 
notices to the 5,000+ members! Most of us probably remember Ron as the Manager of 
the National Chemical Exposition, the chemistry industry trade show that the Chicago 
Section ran during the National ACS Meetings held in Chicago, (until taken over by the 
national ACS).  When Ellen retired in the late 1970’s, Ron took over the management 
of the Section Office until he retired to Florida.  Although Ron died in Alabama, Ron’s 
obituary indicates that a private service will be held by his family at the beach to honor 
Ron’s love of all things Florida.
  I had the unique privilege and opportunity 
to work closely with Ellen and Ron in the 
Section Office during my tenure as Busi-
ness Manager of the Chemical Bulletin 
(1974-1980), actively assisting them with 
meeting and exposition matters, as well.  
Ron’s primary loves were his wife and three 
sons and, of course, fishing, especially 
deep sea fishing. He often shared his fish-
ing stories with me. Later, after we mutually 
struggled with the business of moving the 
office from Randolph Street to Van Buren 
Street, he asked me to do an oil painting 
of a tarpin, a copy of which is reproduced, 
which he hung on his office wall.  That was 
my farewell present to him when I left for 
law school and he took over the Chemical 
Bulletin duties.  
  Ron is survived by his wife, Diane Joan, his three sons, Ron Jr, John, and Bill 
(who as youngsters were sometimes found in the office helping us manually stuff the 
5,000+ envelopes with notices to be mailed!).  Those members who remember Ron 
and wish to send condolences to his family, can find his full obituary at http://www.
laughlinservice.com/m/?p=memorial&id=1960418.  

Dolores T. Kenney

Advertise with us and be in good company
For information on advertising,  

call	847-391-9091
or email chicagoacs@ameritech.net
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June	 8:	 	 The Japan America Society 
of Chicago 87th Anniversary Celebra-
tion Dinner, 6-9 pm at the Union League 
Club of Chicago featuring Dr. Ei-ichi 
Negishi of Purdue University.  See  
details at http://www.jaschicago.org/
events/87th-anniversary-celebratory-
dinner/

June	13	-15:		21st Annual Green Chem-
istry & Engineering Conference “Making 
Our Way to a Sustainable Tomorrow”, 
Reston, VA.  http://www.gcande.org/ 

June	16:		Chicago Section Dinner Meet-
ing honoring our 2017 Distinguished 
Service awardee and our 50-, 60-, and 
70-year members.  See details in this 
issue  

June	17:		“You Be The Chemist” Nation-
al Challenge

June	 19-20:  ACS Course: Methods 
Development, Validation Procedures, 
and Regulatory Compliance Issues at 
MicroTek in Chicago.  http://proed.acs.
org/course-catalog/courses/meth-
ods-development-validation-proce-
dures-and-regulatory-compliance-
issues/ 

June	 21:  ACS Course: Highlights of 
FDA and other cGMP Regulations at 
MicroTek in Chicago.  http://proed.acs.
org/course-catalog/courses/high-
lights-of-fda-and-other-cgmp-regula-
tions/

July	 23-27:	  ChemEd 2017 at South 
Dakota State University in Brook-
ings, SD.  See details at http://www.
cvent.com/events/chemed-2017/
event-summary-bbf99b061b5e4114b-
754db38f021854b.aspx

June	 27-30:	  Great Lakes Regional 
Meeting in Fargo, ND.  The theme is  
“Energy and Sustainability”.  See details 
at http://glrm2017.com/index.html

August	11-20:  The Illinois State Fair in 
Springfield.  Come volunteer at the ACS 
booth.  http://chicagoacs.net/statefair/

August	20-24:  The 254th National ACS 
Meeting in Washington DC.  The theme 
will be “Chemistry’s Impact on the Global 
Economy.”  See details at https://www.
acs.org/content/acs/en/meetings/fall-
2017.html
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