
Chicago Section of the American Chemical Society 
Board of Directors Meeting 

June 12, 2014 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
Attendees: Alyssa Avestro, Cherlyn Bradley, Paul Brandt, Charles Cannon, Irene Cesa, Richard Cornell, 
Dave Crumrine, Ken Fivizzani, Herb Golinkin, Russ Johnson, Fran Kravitz, Josh Kurutz, Margy 
Levenberg, Milt Levenberg, Avrom Litin, Inessa Miller, Barb Moriarty, Peggy Schott, Susan Shih, 
Anthony Toussaint, Beau Wangtrakuldee  

Guest: Gail Wilkening 
 

Note new WiFi code: ATT544 with Password 6159240429 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:33 pm when a quorum was achieved. After corrections for accuracy 
were noted, the May meeting minutes were unanimously approved following a motion and seconding.  
 
 

OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 
Chair’s Report Josh Kurutz 
Regarding the comments received back from the National ACS office pertaining to our Section’s Annual 
Report, Josh thanked the board members for putting in the time and effort that resulted in our attaining the 
status of finalist in three honors categories.  He thanked Mike Koehler in particular for his leadership in 
preparing the Annual Report.  This also serves as a reminder and encouragement for committee chairs to 
write up reports now, covering the first half of the year.  It is a good idea to write up events immediately 
after they take place.  
 
Annual Reports require extra and specific data for Section events, for example the number of members 
and the number of total participants at any given event.  Josh is thinking of creating a section-specific form 
to facilitate the filling of the ACS online reporting form, in order to avoid an end-of-year scramble.   
 
Fran noted that ACS likes to receive a few pages including (i) filling of the form boxes, and (ii) a separate 
PDF for further description of an event/initiative. Avrom said that the inclusion of photographs is 
important as well.  Charles stated that the ACS team reviewing reports gives a ‘red flag’ for any missing 
information.    

 
Past Chair’s Report Mike Koehler  
No report 
 
Vice Chair’s Report Ken Fivizzani 
No report 
 
Chair-Elect’s Report Inessa Gorelik-Miller 
No report 
 
Secretary’s Report Peggy Schott 
No report 
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GOVERNANCE COMMITTEES 
 
Annual Report Mike Koehler  
See Chair’s report.  
 
Long Range Planning Susan Shih 

Since Russ Johnson is at this board meeting, it is time to remove last month’s motion from the table in 
order to discuss several related committee matters: 

1. Long Range Planning moves to a Standing committee 

2. Project SEED to Standing  

3. Policy to Standing 

4. Web merges with New Technology as a Standing committee to become Communications and 
Technology, with Public Relations remaining as a Standing Committee.  

5. Senior Chemists remains Ad Hoc. 
 

Margy Levenberg made a motion to do #1 – 3 from the May board meeting minutes, e.g., to move certain 
committees to standing committee status.  The motion was seconded and was carried by voice vote.  Herb 
Golinkin noted that the Policy Statements will need to be revised accordingly.   

Secondly, item #4 from the May minutes was considered.  Russ agreed that this is a good idea.  Herb 
offered an amendment so as to begin the change on January 1, 2015.  He also mentioned that in the future, 
the New Technology committee may not have anything to do with the web.  Russ agreed, providing as 
illustrative examples webinars, communications, etc.  Josh made a suggestion to change the name of the 
committee to Communications and New Technology.  He asked that the motion on the table be amended 
to read:  (1) Split New Technology (NT) from Public Relations (PR), and (2) Merge New Technology with 
the Webmaster role. In this scenario, Public Relations would remain as a standing committee, while the 
merger would result in a committee called Communications and New Technology. The motion was 
carried. 

Related to these matters, Herb Golinkin raised the question, What are we going to be doing in the next five 
years?  Margy Levenberg asked whether or not we are leaving Senior Chemists as an ad hoc committee?  
Josh suggested leaving it as ad hoc, and see what develops.   

The rest of the committees are still under discussion. If you have comments regarding the classification of 
a committee, please send them to Mike and Susan.  
 
Bylaws Russ Johnson 
No report 
 

Policy Ken Fivizzani  
Ken said there are two tasks to accomplish at tonight’s board meeting: (1) election of Councilors and 
Alternate Councilors, and (2) selection of people who will be asked to serve on the Nominating 
Committee.  
 

(1) Ken Fivizzani reported that three Councilors (Herb Golinkin, Charles Cannon, and Susan Shih) have 
terms ending in December, and that all three wish to continue in that role.  The Policy Committee also put 
forth the names of Josh Kurutz and Russ Johnson for Councilor.  The board simply comes up with a ballot. 
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During the discussion a solution arose, namely to get terms expiring in phase by having three, three and 
four individuals serving out terms which end in December during three successive years.  Currently we 
have a group of four Alternate Councilors, and so we need to elect three more.  Ken offered a suggestion 
to add Tom Higgins to the ballot, which now becomes a slate as follows: 
 

Councilor Alternate Councilor 
Charles Cannon Amber Arzadon 
Herb Golinkin Tom Higgins 
Russ Johnson Avrom Litin 
Josh Kurutz Margy Levenberg 
Susan Shih 
 

Milt Levenberg moved to accept the slate as-is; the motion was seconded and was carried.  

 
(2) Ken moved onto the second matter of business, the selection of people who will be asked to serve on 
the Nominating Committee for the annual election of board members.   

We need to vote for five or fewer persons currently serving on the board, plus six or more non-board 
members.  Names suggested from among the current board members included:  Mary Jo Boldingh, Paul 
Brandt, Frank Jarzembowski, Mike Koehler, Josh Kurutz, Milt Levenberg, Inessa Miller and Peggy 
Schott.   

Names suggested from among non-board members (and affiliations) included:  Amber Arzadon, Tom 
Driver (UIC), Doris Espiritu (Wright College), John Flanyak, Ken Guyer (UOP), Michelle Mittler (Earth 
Day), Ilana Lemberger (WR Grace), Gary Mines (Oakton), Bruce Moy (CLC), Judy Reuter (Chicago 
Chemistry Club), Gary Roby (COD), Nicole Shoshenskiy (MSDS Online), Mary Urban (CLC), and 
Donald Wink (UIC).   

Herb Golinkin moved to close the selection of names; the motion was seconded and passed.   

Ken said he would compose instructions for board members to vote by e-mail, and Gail agreed to do a pre-
check on which people are ACS Members.  [N.B. – Gail found that these individuals are currently not 
ACS Members and so they were removed from the list:  Flanyak, Mittler, Moy and Reuter.  Additionally, 
Amber Arzadon withdrew her name from the list in early July] 

Josh noted that service on the Nominating Committee could be a kind of gateway to further participation 
by members of the Section.     
 

National Affairs Mike Koehler 
No report 
 
Nominations Josh Kurutz  
See Policy Committee report.  
 
Office Affairs Susan Shih 
1.   There will be an executive committee meeting immediately following the board meeting tonight to 

discuss renewal of Gail’s contract. 

2.   Gail will be purchasing a new office computer later this month.  

 

 



 4 

FINANCE PANEL 
 
Treasurer’s Report Mark Kaiser 
For month of May, 2014: 
  
Checks written:  $10,212.30   This included Gibbs costs, rent, salary, Chemical Bulletin 
production, CPA fees (for doing tax returns) and chair's Gibbs expenses. 
  
Deposits:    $13, 059.49  This included $1000 Exxon-Mobil sponsorship of Gibbs, councilor 
reimbursements, Gibbs registrations. 
  
Balance at 5-31-2014:  $47,594.13 
 
 
Development Inessa Gorelik-Miller 
Josh gave this report.  Exxon-Mobil sponsored the May Dinner Meeting, and we now have three sponsors 
for the June Dinner Meeting, including one start-up company that Josh contacted.  The companies, which 
are Agilent, NuMat and SiNode; the latter two will each have a table and a poster at the June meeting.  
Benefits to Section sponsors also include a logo on the front page of the website for a year.  
 
Levels of sponsorship: 

$1,000 Premium Sponsor  Exxon-Mobil 
$   500 Meeting Sponsor  
$   250 Small companies (4–5 people) 
 

Inessa announced that her company, NanoSphere, will be highlighting her in an upcoming issue of their 
monthly newsletter.  She has chosen to focus on the Chicago ACS Section in the highlight; later on she 
will approach NanoSphere about becoming sponsor.  
 
Budget Director Fran Kravitz 
Each month, the Monthly and Annual Budget Check-Ups reflect the section’s financial activities as of the 
end of the previous month to correct for the anomalies we have seen in the QuickBooks program. The 
May Budget Check-Up is being presented to the Board as of 6/9/14. The monthly budget check-up 
indicates only one expense account, Dinner Meetings, is slightly over budget. The Dinner Meeting account 
was discussed last month.  
 
An e-mail request for 2015 proposed budgets was sent out on April 30 to all committee chairs and officers. 
The following committees have not sent in a budget or sent in a budget just as an email note: Chair, Chair-
Elect, Chemical Bulletin Business Manager, College Education, Continuing Education, Development, 
Dinner Meeting, House, Membership, Minority Affairs, Program, Senior Chemists and Women Chemists. 
Please remember to send in your completed Budget Request form to me no later than the end of this 
month.  Those committees who do not fill out a form this year will find their 2015 budget is zero.  The 
2015 Proposed Chicago Section budget and individual committee and officer budget request forms will be 
e-mailed to the Board prior to the August Board meeting. The proposed budget will be presented to the 
Board at the August Board meeting for consideration only. We will approve the 2015 budget at the 
September Board meeting. Please contact me if this is your first time completing this form or if you did 
not receive an email request or lost the e-mail. Do not send me an e-mail note and ask me to complete your 
PDF Budget Request form. 
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As always, we still need to be very careful in controlling our expenses with the current economy. 
Therefore, please remember to reduce spending whenever possible and look for additional sources of 
funding when putting together a program or activity for your committee. Please contact me if there are any 
questions about the 2014 May Budget Check-Up. 

 
Comptroller Herb Golinkin & Barb Moriarty 
No report 
 
Publications Business Manager Frank Jarzembowski 
June 2014 issue ad insertions: 
 •  Mass Vac — 2 columns (2/3 pg)   
 •  Micron — Business card size  
 •  Pro Writers Center — Business card size 
 
Section Trustees Ken Fivizzani, Mark Kaiser 
 & Milt Levenberg 
Our portfolio grew 2% in May, which was comparable to the DJIA, and slightly behind the S&P 500.  All 
in all, an acceptable performance.  Currently we have around $1.25 million, which is as much as we have 
ever had in recent memory.  
 
Milt asked whether funds could be transferred to the Trustees, now that development funds have begun to 
come in?  Herb responded that we should leave the funds and not transfer them.  The sponsor-related 
funds that come in from the Dinner Meetings should be used for those meetings.  We could, for example, 
use the funds to reduce the per-person cost of dinner.  Herb also noted that we had around $74,000 in the 
money market account as of the end of April; the money market funds earn minimal interest. 
 
 
 
GOAL 1 — BE THE MOST AUTHORITATIVE, COMPREHENSIVE, AND INDISPENSABLE PROVIDER OF 
CHEMISTRY-RELATED INFORMATION.  
 
Gibbs Arrangements Margy Levenberg 
The Gibbs Medal Dinner event was a big success!  We were able to meet our guaranteed number of 
attendees.  Avrom agreed to send Josh photographs documenting the event.   
 
GLRM Representative Susan Shih 
No report 
 
Hospitality Richard Cornell 
No report 
 
House Frank Jarzembowski 
No report 
 
Pre-Dinner Meeting Ken Fivizzani   
No report 
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Program Frank Jarzembowski & Tim Marin 
The Dinner Meeting scheduled for June 19 will have a dozen posters along with sponsor tables. At present 
67 persons are signed up for dinner; in addition, others have signed up for the pre-meeting YCC tour. 
 
Steiglitz Lecture 
No report 
 
 
GOAL 2 — EMPOWER AN INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY OF MEMBERS WITH NETWORKS, OPPORTUNITIES, 
RESOURCES, AND SKILLS TO THRIVE IN A GLOBAL ECONOMY. 
 
Employment Anthony Toussaint 
No report 
 
Membership Affairs Inessa Gorelik-Miller 
No report 
 
Minority Affairs Charles Cannon 
No report 
 
Professional Relations Barbara Moriarty & Russ Johnson 
No report 
 
Senior Chemists 
No report 
 
Women Chemists Margy Levenberg & Teri Collins 
Margy said the write-ups on women chemists from the last 10 years are being moved to the new website, 
along with two or three other accomplishments.  
 
Younger Chemists Alyssa Avestro & Beau Wangtrakuldee 
From Tom Higgins – The Younger Chemists Committee needs 5-8 volunteers to review student and post-
doc resumes and participate in mock interviews during their upcoming “Careers in Chemistry” event 
which will take place on June 28 from 10 am to 3 pm at Northwestern University in Evanston. Lunch will 
be provided for all volunteers. Here is a link to the event:  
http://chicagoacs.org/content.php?page=Chicago_Younger_Chemists_Committee  
  
If you are interested in volunteering or would like to learn more about the event, contact Tom Higgins at 
tbhiggins@ccc.edu.  
 
From Beau – Our next event, “Careers in Chemistry,” has been rescheduled to Saturday June 28th at 
Northwestern University.  Our tentative schedule is shown below: 
 
Q&A Panel discussion (10 am – 11:30 am) 
– 6–8 panelists, which are the representatives from different chemical industries within the Chicagoland. 

• Barrett E. Rabinow, PhD, Baxter Distinguished Scientist, Baxter Healthcare Corporation 
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• 4-6 people from the Society of Cosmetic Chemists have expressed an interest to volunteer at the 
event on May 24th. Beau contacted them regarding the rescheduling of the event. We have not 
heard back. Beau will reach out again this week. 

• 1-2 scientists from FONA international 
• 1-2 scientists from AbbVie 
• 1 scientist from Navistar Systems 

 
– We need more people from a variety of fields in careers in Chemistry to serve as panelists. We are open 
to any suggestions. If you have any contacts that maybe interested in helping us out, please do not hesitate 
to let us know via chicagoacsycc@gmail.com.  
 
Networking Luncheon (11:30 am –1 pm) 
– The luncheon will take place at the Allen Center, Northwestern University 
– Lunch is $5 for the attendees. The YCC will cover the cost of the rest of the meal and also the cost of the 
lunch for volunteers 
– An Eventbrite page for the luncheon was created to keep track of the attendees. Eight people were 
signed up as of June 6th. We would like to have at least 25-50 people. We are looking for/discussing ways 
to advertise the event this week and next week. 
 
Afternoon Resume Review / Mock Interview (1 pm–3 pm) 
– Tom Higgins will lead the resume review and the mock interview portion  
– Tom has found potential volunteers for the events 
 
 
 
GOAL 3 — FOSTER THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MOST INNOVATIVE, RELEVANT, AND EFFECTIVE 
CHEMISTRY EDUCATION IN THE WORLD. 
 
Chicago School Board Liaison Carmen Marquez  
No report 
 
Primary School Education Fran Kravitz 
No report 
 
High School Education Mike Dupuis & Russ Kohnken 
Josh said he wants to get together with the new committee chairs in order to pass along information.  Dave 
Crumrine will send information to teachers about the ratings of the students who took the Olympiad test.  
 
Project SEED Kathleen Mortell 
No report – The SEED students are starting now.  
 
College Education Tom Higgins 
No report – See Younger Chemists 
 

Continuing Education Teri Collins 
No report 
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GOAL 4 — COMMUNICATE CHEMISTRY’S VITAL ROLE IN ADDRESSING THE WORLD’S CHALLENGES TO 
THE PUBLIC AND POLICY MAKERS.  

AWARDS 
Awards   
No report 
 
Distinguished Service Award Susan Shih 
Everyone come next week! 
 
Willard Gibbs Medal Josh Kurutz 
Josh is working with Inessa Miller (Chair-Elect) to elect new jurors.  
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS AND OUTREACH 
 
Community Activities Irene Cesa, Avrom Litin                         
Irene reported that the committee had asked Josh to hold a meeting with representatives of the Museum of 
Science and Industry (MSI), which he did.  Irene spoke by phone for an hour with the museum’s Director 
of Science and the Special Programs Manager.  During the conversation she learned that MSI is willing 
to partner with us for a Chemistry Day event since this type of collaboration aligns with their overall 
strategy.  The theme of this year’s national Chemistry Day event is “Candy”.  We could hold the 
event on either Saturday, October 18 or the following week on Saturday, October 25.  Both dates are 
open for MSI at this point.  
 
The venue at MSI would be the West Pavilion, a space where we could probably fit everyone.  
Additionally, attendees could enter through that entrance without having to enter the museum proper. 
The event would be free to participants; in addition, visitors who have paid to gain entry to the 
museum would also be welcome to attend.   
 
One benefit of holding an event at MSI would be our Section’s affiliation with a major museum.  
Perhaps they could offer space on their website for an advertisement.   
 
Budgetary considerations were raised by Irene: 
 

1.  There would be a charge for food, which has to be catered by MSI. 
2.  We would need to pay for security for the Saturday event. 
3.  There would be a charge for the use of A/V technology, if needed for speakers.   
4.  Incidental charges would include the setting up of extra tables, etc.  

 
An overall estimate of costs would be ~$3,300 or so based on a similar event held last year.  In order 
to cover these costs we would need to raise funds from sponsors; however, if we decide to go ahead 
with the event then we would need to commit soon (before funds are secured) which represents a risk.   
 
Fran wondered if we could sell our merchandise there, and Irene said we would have to check.  Dave 
asked if buses could park somewhere, and the answer was yes, there is an area in back of the museum 
for school groups.  
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Irene said the people she talked with at MSI are excited about working with our Section, and she 
pointed out that fostering this type of partnership is important with respect to our Section’s 
participation in a National ACS event.  Following all of the above discussion, the sense of the board 
was to proceed with the partnership.   

 
Editor, Chemical Bulletin Cherlyn Bradley 
Deadline for submitting items for the September issue is July 25.  

Environmental and Lab Safety Ken Fivizzani 
No report 

 
Public Affairs Jim Shoffner & Barb Moriarty 
1.  The committee is working to reschedule the meeting that was to have taken place. 
2.  A meeting is being scheduled for a visit to another congressional representative.  

 
Public Relations / New Technology  Russ Johnson 
As noted above in the minutes, the Public Relations committee now stands alone.  

 
Communications & Technology    Milt Levenberg & Russ Johnson 
Our old website, which has been relegated to the role of an archival site, has been tweaked a bit to fix 
problems that occurred when it took on its new role.   

Some of the WCC articles have been ported to the new site.  The way the new site handles indexing of 
large groups of articles is unwieldy, so an index, alphabetized by the name of the featured scientist, has 
been set up for the compilation of WCC articles. 

Josh will report on developments on our new StarChapter site. 
 
Note:  What was formerly called the Webmaster’s Report is now part of the Communications and 
Technology Report: 
 
Milt reported that the old website has been tweaked to fix a few things.   

Josh reported on the new website — 

1.  A Sponsors section has been added to the main webpage. 

2.  There are now links to other organizations with whom we co-host events. 

3.  A question arises as to how we ought to handle advertisements in a sidebar area; Josh is accepting 
suggestions. 

4.  He is getting familiar with payment and/or registration mechanisms on the website.   
 

In addition, Gail fixed a few ‘behind the scenes’ things on the website regarding the handling of money.  
Josh noted that sponsors can use a credit card to make funds contributions! 
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State Fair Cherlyn Bradley 
We will again be sharing the large tented space with another group. The next planning conference call will 
be in July. So far, we have received donations from the Heartland Rock River and Decatur-Springfield 
sections and four personal donations. The section’s money budgeted for this project will shortly be 
transferred to the project’s account. 

 
 

Old Business 
 
 
 
New Business 
•  Barb Moriarty said that Donald Wink (University of Illinois at Chicago) has been selected as a new ACS 
Fellow. She advocated for the Section to publicize this national recognition of one of our Section 
members.   
 
 
 
 
Herb Golinkin moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded, and was carried by voice 
acclamation. The meeting was adjourned at 8:16 pm.  
 
The next board meeting is set for Thursday, July 31, 2014. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Margaret E. Schott 

 
 


